may be on the subject, that the press has almost unanimously applauded the sentiment expressed by Mr. Campbell, that " it is only by sharp punishment that any effect can be produced on short term prisoners there is something racy in this observation, and it has favourably excited the feelings of the public, the idea being, that, whether right or wrong on other matters, Mr. Campbell, at any rate, understands how to deal with our short terra convicts.
We may best give the Lieutenant-Governor's reasons for appointing a judicial officer as superintendent of saying that more than half the disease and death of the human race is engendered in the persons of those whose bodies are weakened by overwork, bodily or mental; combine the two, and we fear the consequences will speedily be apparent in the augmented death-rate of our short termed convicts.
We think the medical profession may console themselves in the loss of the best appointment to which any one of their members could aspire, by the fact that, under existing circumstances, their position is absolutely uncompromised. Whatever may happen, their earnest and undivided endeavours will be to fulfil the mission of their calling?the prevention of sickness, and the alleviation of the bodily pain and ill health of those committed to their care, be they convicts or judicial officers. Nevertheless, it has been argued in a short but able article in the 'Englishman of the 10th August, that these very claims on the part of our profession are a bar to a medical man being appointed superintendent of jails ; the editor observes that?our minds being moulded into the type of the physiologist, rather than of moralist?we are apt, as Mr. Campbell holds, to lose sight of the interests of society in the punishment of criminals.
To arguments of this kind we would reply, leave us to deal with criminals against whom the ends of justice have not miscarried, that is to say, with men physically and mentally in much the same condition as they were when they sinned against society, and we will answer for no obstruction being placed in the way of their due punishment by members of the medical profession; but hand us over men who have undergone the treatment described by Dr. Mouat, and surely society does not require sharp punishment in addition. We rather feel inclined to turn the tables on the judicial officers, and entreat Mr. Campbell, with his vast judicial knowledge and experience, to move the executive to improve the lamentable condition of things described by Dr. Mouat with respect to the proportion of those charged and convicted of crime, their strenuous endeavours being directed towards shortening the period of trial and the hardships the accused evidently have to undergo during the process, as shown by the mortality existing among this unfortunate class of people. Until these matters have been rectified, we are inclined to think, that on a closer study of the subject, the editor of the Englishman, and the public in general, would prefer their convict population falling into the hands of the physiologist endowed with ordinary common sense, than remaining under the tender treatment of the moralist.
